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We spend much time focusing on what we believe
is in the very best interests of our students. Our
mission speaks of high expectations in preparing
our students for lives of learning, leadership and
service, and our core values focus on time-honored
principles we believe are critical to our students’
happiness and success as they move from child-
hood to adulthood.

Recently, I read a book by Daniel Heischman,
Executive Director of the National Association of Episcopal Schools,
titled Good Influence:Teaching the Wisdom of Adulthood.This thoughtful
book resonated with my own feelings about how our mission depends
on the partnership we form with the adults in our community.At the
heart of this varied and complex partnership is our need to be on the
same page with how we model and teach “the wisdom of adulthood.”

Today’s culture is infatuated with youth: youthful behavior, youthful
appearance and youthful attitudes about life. Many have invested small
fortunes in the pursuit of a youthful look, and, thanks to modern
medicine, we are indeed living longer. Most of this is very welcome
news, but there are some downsides. If, as the saying goes,“50 is the
new 30,” is 30 the new 10? And to carry this concept one step further,
in this scenario, where do all the adults go?

In our desire to connect with our children and identify with their
issues, we may be robbing them of our much-needed adult perspective.
This concern is further exacerbated by technological advances that
enable us to be there for our children no matter where they are.There
are advantages to accessibility, especially in time of genuine crisis, but
there are occasions when instant access deprives our children of the
opportunity to cope with and hopefully resolve challenging situations
themselves.We all know what this looks like:A student gets a bad
grade in a class or is confronted for a disciplinary infraction, and within
seconds is on the phone to home.This could have a positive benefit if

continued on page 2
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Teaching the Wisdom of
Adulthood
Sometimes the best solution is allowing our children
to solve problems themselves

By Headmaster Marcus D. Hurlbut

“For the second semester, you’ll be building a bridge,”As soon as
Mr. Ingalls said that, I tried to recall what I know about bridges.They
span across water or over land that cannot be navigated by a road.
These almost delicate-looking structures support immensely heavy
weights on a regular basis without collapsing. How many bridges had I
been on, I wondered, without having any idea exactly what kept these
bridges up? Without having any idea what it took just to produce a
functional and aesthetically pleasing design? We take so many of the
inventions around us for granted.We walk into a room and flip the
light switch, expecting the room to light up, but how many of us really
know how that system is put together? How many things in our lives
do we use without having any more than a basic idea of how they are
put together and what makes them work?

My Engineering class helped me understand the process and planning
behind different structures and systems that I have seen or used in my
everyday life. Before my team could get started, we had to have a
schedule.You can’t build a bridge in one day, so my group created a
Gantt chart, showing our anticipated progress on different tasks over
time, to be sure that every element would be ready by our due date.
We also considered cost and quality of components, something that I
had never had to do before. If a part did not add enough value to our
product to justify the cost, it wasn’t practical to keep it in the design.

continued on page 3St. Margaret’s Episcopal School

A Bridge to
Future Success

T
By Anna McGregor, Grade 11

An engineering student finds answers in hands-on
applications
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From its inception, St. Margaret’s opportunities for personal growth and aware-
ness have not been restricted to students, but have also included parents, faculty
and staff. Stories of such opportunities abound within the school archives.

St. Margaret’s has always supported student growth outside of the academic
curriculum, and a balanced education including growth in performance,
athletics and service.The Tartan experience is special because all students may
participate, not just a few. Regardless of stature, students may still play football,
wrestle, or play lacrosse. If singing, playing an instrument, or acting are not
your child’s choice, he or she can participate in the performing arts through

lighting or creating posters.

An important St. Margaret’s venue for personal growth and awareness is Special Camp for Special
Kids. Since 1992, students have had the chance to become summer camp counselors for children
with disabilities. By the end of that first summer, it was clear that the counselors found the camp as
fulfilling as the campers did. Special Camp remains a favorite service choice for Tartans, who all
report that being a Special Camp counselor is a tremendous growth experience.

Faculty and staff at St. Margaret’s are also lifelong learners. Each year they hone their skills and
investigate new areas, maintaining expertise in their vocation.This may mean taking courses, which
St. Margaret’s helps subsidize, or attending seminars or workshops, often as a department. In another
ongoing program, since 1991, St. Margaret’s mentoring program connects teachers new to the
school with a teacher with many years of St. Margaret’s experience.

Largely through the generosity of the Parent Teacher Fellowship,Tartan parents have also had
opportunities for personal growth and awareness, through seminars such as those by Dr. James
Dobson, who discussed the Character Counts program, and Dr.Wendy Mogul, who led a parent
workshop explaining how “pushover” parenting hurts kids. St. Margaret’s remains committed to
providing all Tartans with opportunities for personal growth and awareness.
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A 30-Year Commitment to Tartan Growth
St. Margaret’s supports personal growth and awareness for students, parents,
faculty and staff

By Lisa Merryman, Faculty Emeritus and School Archivist

REFLECTIONS continued from page 1

the message from home were,“thanks for the heads up, and good luck working through the issue
with your teacher/principal.”The more usual response is,“I will straighten things out right away.”

In an era of instant access and the quick fix, we rarely afford our children the opportunity of doing
what Heischman refers to as “sitting with a problem.” Not every issue is easily or quickly resolved,
and, as we know from our own experiences, few matters are exactly what they appear to be.
Working through a challenging issue requires thought, perspective, and reflection on what those
adults we respect and value might have done. Our good influence can be blurred by our desire to
identify with them and solve their problems instantly. Heischman refers to this as confusing influence
with fusion. Rather than ask important questions to provide perspective, we tend to jump in with
both feet, fuse with our children, and attempt to solve their problems for them.

There is a delicate balance.We want our children to be happy and fulfilled, but we occasionally
create the opposite effect. For our children to develop into resilient, compassionate and thoughtful
adults, they need latitude to work through their own issues, to see the world from a variety of
perspectives and to develop their own voice. Like a plant in a garden, they need space to sprout
roots and develop a sturdy foundation. If we constantly invade their space, they have little room to
grow and mature into the strong, independent adults we want them to be.

The partnership with our school families plays out in a variety of ways, and the shared obligation to
teach the “wisdom of adulthood” is high on the list.While our mission is focused on our students,
our role as adults is vital to its eventual success.After all, our children are watching us—all the time!

2 St. Margaret’s Episcopal School
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These practical skills concerning cost versus value and planning
out long-term projects for deadlines are applicable in any field.

Instead of following formulaic methods to find solutions, we are
given real-life, relevant problems to solve creatively. For our
bridge-building assignment, my team had the idea of filling hollow
rectangular columns of wood with glue to add strength to our
bridge without compromising its appearance.We decided to test
this idea against our other, more conventional, designs.We filled a
column and let it dry, then tested the two models, finding that our
new idea was far more effective than the model we had planned
to use. Experimenting with ideas and designs let us get a feel for
what would be more effective and allowed us to test creative ideas
without compromising our entire bridge.We used our knowledge
of math and science from our other classes as well as creative
solutions to make our bridges more successful. I have gained a
better understanding of concepts I have learned in my other classes
by applying them in this course.

Coming into the class, I knew how to present facts and explain
one topic or another to a group of people. In Engineering,
instead of talking about some indisputable topic and presenting
quantities of data, scientific processes or historical events, I found
myself trying to explain what made my group’s project unique.We
had to market our project and explain our choices, particularly
concerning the parts we ordered and the designs we used, as well
as why we believed those choices would give superior results.

I entered the class not knowing what an engineer did, but I have
learned a lot and changed my approach to solving problems. I’ve
built a rocket and a bridge, and have just started working to create
a system to power a fan using photovoltaic cells, or solar panels.
Do I know exactly what planning and designs went into a bridge
that I drive over every day? Not completely, but I do know the
steps they took during the process, and I know that I have a better
understanding of the world I live in than I did before.

By Joseph Ingalls, Engineering Teacher

This year, St. Margaret’s has expanded its science curriculum,
developing a new course called Introduction to Engineering and
Design. It is important for students to develop an appreciation
for the field of engineering, and this two-semester course meets
that challenge by focusing on hands-on student scientific
exploration.While emphasizing engineering, the course helps
students build on their scientific knowledge of science while
completing a project.

The student-driven nature of this course allows our young
scientists to work together on their project in teams, with the
instructor acting as a mentor.The course is built around four
different areas of engineering design, with project teams

Building the Horizon
A teacher fosters growth and awareness through hands-on engineering

Aeronautical Engineering Design (above)
Student teams research, design and build a workable prototype powered
aircraft.Their final report includes aircraft specifications and performance
characteristics.

Civil Engineering Design (above)
Students work together to design a bridge using specified
material to support a specific load and span a specified
distance without collapsing.

researching a specific design topic each quarter.The teams carry
their project from research through project design, including
preparing Gantt charts, performing cost analysis, and designing
and constructing a prototype.Their written report on the success
or failure of their project is accompanied by a formal presentation
to the mentor instructor reviewing the project’s success.

This course engages our high school students through a
combination of activity-based, project-based and problem-based
learning, incorporating the concepts of the 21st Century Learning
Initiative.This approach creates an environment for applying
engineering concepts to real problems, allowing students to
participate in and lead a team, learn outside the classroom, conduct
research, analyze data, make a public presentation, apply real-world
concepts and understand real-world impacts.

Electrical Engineering Design
The project assigned for this unit will necessitate a focus on electrical energy production.
Each team will research and design an electrical power system based upon solar energy.
The system requirements will include the ability to collect energy, store electrical energy
when the sun is not shining and supply electrical power to run electrical motors
continuously.

Chemical Engineering Design
Teams plan, design and build a water purification system, researching the requirements
for water purification, applying chemical analysis skills and analyzing the purity of water
produced from their system.

The four sections of the course are described below.
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HelpYour Preschooler Grow From “Me” to “We”
Here are some tips for helping children develop an understanding of their place in the community

By Ingrid Andrews, Director of the Early Childhood Development Center and Wee Tartan Center

4 St. Margaret’s Episcopal School

Parents often think that children
will mature into polite, caring and
focused adults by just being told to
do so (perhaps hundreds of times,
but, nevertheless, by just being told).
In fact, personal growth and aware-
ness (social and emotional skills)
emerge the way that cognitive,
physical and creative growth
emerge—by being constructed

through interactions with materials, trusted adults and peers.
Parents and teachers play an important role in helping children
grow these understandings.The simplest (and hardest) rule is to
“be the model you want your children to follow.”

Robert Brooks and Sam Goldstein, in their book Raising Resilient
Children: Fostering Strength, Hope, and Optimism inYour Child (2002),
suggest these guideposts for parents as they help their children
become caring and confident.

� Be empathetic. It is easier to be empathetic when our kids do
what we ask them to do and are warm and responsive. It is
more difficult when we’re upset, angry or disappointed, but that
is when it matters most.

� Communicate effectively and listen actively. Effective
communication involves actively listening, understanding and
validating our children. It means responding in ways that avoid
power struggles by not interrupting them, by not telling them
how they should be feeling and by not putting them down.

� Change negative scripts. If something we have said or done
for a reasonable amount of time doesn’t work—change the
“script!”This teaches youngsters that there are alternative ways
of solving problems.

� Love our children in ways that help them feel appreciated.
Every child needs to feel love and acceptance; they need
someone with whom they can identify, and from whom they
can draw strength—let it be you.

� Accept our children for who they are and help them set
realistic expectations and goals.Acceptance doesn’t mean
letting children do whatever they want or not setting limits on
their behavior. However, when children feel accepted, it is easier
for them to respond to our requests and limits.

� Help children experience success by identifying and
reinforcing their “islands of competence.” True self-worth,
hope and resilience are based on children’s experiencing success
in areas of their lives that they and others deem to be important.
Recognize your children’s strengths rather than overemphasizing
their weaknesses.

� Help children recognize that mistakes are experiences
from which to learn. Set and evaluate realistic expectations;
emphasize that mistakes are not only accepted, but also expected;
communicate acceptance to our children, even when they make
mistakes; and serve as models for dealing with mistakes and
setbacks.

� Help children develop responsibility, compassion and a
social conscience by providing opportunities for them
to contribute. More than chores, children need opportunities
to make a positive difference in their world. Involving them in
charitable work and helping others fosters self-esteem and social
conscience.

� Teach children to solve problems and make decisions.
To reinforce a problem-solving attitude, parents must be careful
not to always tell children what to do.When children develop
their own plans of action with the guidance of parents, their
sense of ownership and control is reinforced.

� Discipline in a way that promotes self-discipline and
self-worth. Be consistent, but not rigid; know your children’s
capabilities and don’t have unrealistic expectations, relying when
possible on natural, logical consequences rather than arbitrary,
punitive measures; and remember that positive feedback and
encouragement are often the most powerful form of discipline.
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Trustworthy (RRighT) behaviors around campus and in classrooms,
and their good behavior may be rewarded with a compliment
from an adult and a paper “Gotcha.”The acknowledgement, along
with specific, positive praise, will, over time, help students to
develop the internal motivation to do the right thing even when
no one is watching.The Gotchas are also tied into school-wide
drawings, in which students can win prizes and, more importantly,
earn recognition from peers and teachers.At the assembly, the
“Golden Gotchas” were also introduced.These special Scottie-
shaped Gotchas can only be handed out by Mr. Hurlbut, Dr.
McDuffie and me, to classes demonstrating RRighT behaviors.

Character Counts and PBS are not new to the Lower School.
They have been part of our curriculum for the past two years.
With the help of Mrs.Avalone and the entire Lower School
faculty, we have woven the two programs into one seamless
school-wide behavior system that encourages students to be
Respectful, Responsible and Trustworthy.The goal is to help
students understand how their actions, good or bad, impact the
community.Additionally, students are active participants in the
decision/reflection process if they fall short of our established
expectations.

Over time, the consistent personal attention and positive
interactions with adults will cultivate those life-changing, genuine
relationships that ultimately help children develop the personal
awareness necessary for a truly successful life.

L O W E R S C H O O L
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Showing Students the “RRighT”Way to Act
The Character Counts program and Gotchas reinforce positive behavior

By David Beshk, Lower School Dean of Students

We can all think back on our
school careers and remember that
one teacher who made a difference
in our lives.That person seemed to
care more than the others, somehow
made us believe in ourselves, and,
above all, made school fun.What
was it about that unique individual
that separated him or her from the
rest? This is the fundamental question

that all school communities should strive to answer. I believe the
answer is surprisingly simple.That distinctive human being took
the time to foster a genuine, meaningful relationship with us as
students. Undoubtedly, that relationship heightened our awareness
of the essential and significant role we played within the school
community and, later, in life. In addition to lifelong memories,
that intrinsic awareness inspired us to work harder and, ultimately,
to achieve more.

The Lower School recently held its first Positive Behavior
Strategies (PBS) and Character Counts pep rally.The Lower School
Student Council did an amazing job organizing and running the
invitation-only affair.The Hollywood-themed event was complete
with a star-studded red carpet, a master of ceremonies, and security
guards checking invitations at the door.The Respect Squad
opened the assembly with two comedic skits demonstrating the
respectful and responsible behaviors expected during after-school
dismissal. Student Council member James Swanson, grade 5, said,
“I think we should have more assemblies, because people really
enjoyed it, and it made it more understandable for the
little kids.”

The assembly launched new positive incentive programs being
implemented in the Lower School. PBS posits that students should
be “caught” doing the right thing, and that adults should make
examples out of positive rather than negative behavior. Students
are encouraged to demonstrate Respectful, Responsible and

Tartan March/April 2010 5
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Practicing Student Self-Evaluation
In student-led conferences, children reveal their awareness of challenges

By Jeannine Clarke, Middle School Principal

6 St. Margaret’s Episcopal School

It is natural for parents to feel that
their emerging adolescent is not
capable of accurate self-reflection
and goal-setting. Let’s face it, many
middle school children cannot seem
to keep their rooms clean, and they
may struggle on a daily basis with
keeping track of their own personal
belongings . . . note the number
of items in the Middle School lost

and found!Yet, adolescents are in fact very aware of their own
weaknesses and strengths; they are just not frequently given the
opportunity to share these thoughts with adults. It is a rare student
who has a complete lack of awareness of his or her own weaknesses
and who needs to rely on others to point them out.

This school year, the entire Middle School implemented student-led
conferences in every grade level.The student-led conference
process has been adapted from www.fremont.k12.ca.us/ahs/curtis/.
Student involvement in the conferences makes learning active,
provides opportunities for students to set goals and evaluate their
performance, and encourages students to accept responsibility for
their learning. In addition, student-led conferences provide an
authentic and productive forum for school-home communication.
Other essential benefits of student-led conferences include devel-
opment of student accountability, self-confidence, and self-esteem;
a stronger sense of pride in achievement; productive parent-teacher-
student communication; development of student leadership,
organizational and speaking skills; clarification of student
expectations; and practice in self-evaluation.

In December, each Middle School student led a parent conference,
with guidance and support from his or her advisor.At the confer-
ences, students shared work samples from their classes highlighting
strengths and challenges, and discussed their goals for each of their
classes for the year.

It is not an entirely easy shift for parents to trust that this process
provides the same information as the traditional parent-teacher
conference, but afterward, Middle School parents shared their
positive impressions. Parents were impressed when they realized
that their children are aware of what they need to change to be
more successful in school. In the adult world, we may receive a
“report card” of sorts through employer performance evaluations,
but the driving force behind adult success is internal and not
external.The student-led conferences direct our students toward
developing a mind-set for positive, purposeful and confident
interaction.

When students are well prepared over an

extended period to tell the story of their own

success (or lack thereof), they seem to experience

a fundamental shift in their internal sense of

responsibility for that success.The pride in

accomplishment that students feel when they have

a positive story to tell and tell it well can be

immensely motivational.The sense of personal

responsibility that they feel when anticipating what

it will be like to face the music of having to tell

their story of poor achievement can also drive

them to productive work.

—Rich Stiggins, Phi Delta Kappan

Middle School students practice public speaking skills and social skills during student-led
conferences and other presentations such as this QuickSCience presentation to a panel
of external judges.
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FosteringYour Student’s Personal Growth
Academic “grazing” now helps students find the right path in college and in life

By David G. Boyle,Associate Headmaster and Upper School Principal

The balance and breadth of
St. Margaret’s offerings often surprise
people unfamiliar with our school.
It was not always as it is; it’s taken
30 years of determined focus for us
to reach this point.We are not
perfect, and not quite complete yet.
After we construct our Performing
Arts Center, we will be that much
closer to finishing the dream.

Driving our development have been our core values of balance
and breadth.We believe that personal growth and awareness are
best fostered through the pursuit of a broad range of academic,
artistic, athletic and cocurricular opportunities, and this drives
much of the Upper School experience.We want your students to
discover what they are passionate about; what drives them.We
want them to discover what they don’t like as well, which is an
equally important bit of self-knowledge.

We are committed to a liberal arts education and we advise
against early specialization. Students keep all academic avenues
open as long as possible.We believe that as students develop self-
knowledge, their interests and passions might change.Therefore,
it’s not advisable to stop foreign language or math instruction
simply because graduation requirements have been completed.
We advise seniors to take a course from each of the five core
academic disciplines: math, science, English, foreign language and
history.We offer a deep and wide range of academic courses, and
our students very rarely run out of classes in a particular discipline.
There will be natural pressure in college to specialize and select a
major; for now, encourage your child to graze widely.Working
through our curriculum, your child will gain a keen sense of his
or her strengths, weaknesses and interests.

St. Margaret’s has an outstanding artistic facility and faculty.We
have three art classrooms, a digital photography lab, two multimedia
labs, and a ceramics lab.We have two dance rooms, and classrooms
dedicated to orchestra, band and choir. Each venue houses highly
trained and enthusiastic experts.All of this is available to your
children as they come to understand the role of art in a
meaningful life.

Our athletic program offers opportunities for decision-making,
peer cohesion, and community-building. Our athletic offerings are
diverse and designed to allow participation for almost everyone.
For both boys and girls we offer cross-county, volleyball, basketball,

wrestling, lacrosse, swimming, track and field, golf, and tennis. Our
baseball and football athletes tend to be only boys, but last year a
high school girl competed on our baseball team.The Cheer Squad
and equestrian teams tend to be girls only.

This limited newsletter space defies enumerating all the student-
driven cocurricular offerings, including clubs, Model U.N., Model
Congress, leadership teams and community service programs, so
I will describe one little-known but flourishing program available
to Upper School students. Our Speech and Debate Team is thriving
and doing quite well in intense interscholastic competitions.These
young men and women have mastered the many different styles
and formats of debate.They study the issues surrounding the topics
of upcoming debates with the ferocity that students dedicate to
final exam preparation.They learn to defend both sides of any
argument, and consequently they develop open, inquiring minds.
They have already distinguished themselves in several competitions
this year, and they have more than 10 more debates scheduled.

Encourage your student to take advantage of this and other
clubs and cocurricular programs, as they seek their own path.

Tartan March/April 2010 7
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Thinking About Thinking
Constructivist learning theory and metacognition help students become aware of their thought process

By Regina McDuffie,Academic Dean and Lower School Principal

8 St. Margaret’s Episcopal School

Although constructivist learning
theory has its roots in antiquity, it
has withstood the test of time, as it
forms the backbone of 21st Century
Learning practices. Constructivist
learning theory proposes that
students construct knowledge by
applying new learning experiences
to their prior knowledge and
understanding, and that students

are active, social learners who construct and make meaning by
reflecting on their own experiences.When using constructivist
practices, students develop an awareness of what they need for
their own personal growth and development.

A central theme of constructivism is the idea that students have
control over their own learning. In the fifth century B.C., Socrates
asked his students questions that led them to realize for themselves
what was missing from their own thinking and understanding. In
1990, Jerome Bruner suggested that students should understand
the structure and patterns of what and how they are learning.
Once students develop an awareness of their strengths and weak-
nesses, they can make their own decisions about what they need
to learn and how they will learn it.The concept of thinking about
what you know and don’t know, or thinking about your own
thinking, is often referred to as metacognition.

According to Bena Kallick and Arthur Costa, metacognition
includes:

� becoming aware of one’s actions and their effect on others
and on the environment

� forming internal questions while searching for information and
meaning

� developing mental maps or plans of action
� mentally rehearsing prior to a performance
� monitoring plans as they are employed
� being conscious of the need for midcourse correction if the

plan is not meeting expectations
� reflecting on the plan upon completion of implementation, for

the purpose of self-evaluation

For our children to perform complex cognitive tasks well, we
have to teach them to think about their own thinking.At
St. Margaret’s we understand the important role that metacognition
plays in helping students to construct knowledge and grow as
learners.As a result, we have built into our curriculum opportunities
for students to reflect upon their experiences, think about their
own learning strategies, and evaluate their own performance.This

has been evidenced in our student-led conferences in grades 5 to
8; through the math department’s use of a post-test self-reflection
questionnaire; in the writers’ workshop approach to teaching the
writing process; and through our faculty constantly asking students
such questions as,“How did you solve that problem?” and “What
strategies did you use?”

“For our children to perform complex

cognitive tasks well, we have to teach them to

think about their own thinking.”

Plato explained metacognition:

“When the mind is thinking it is talking to itself.”
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Destination: College
Family communication is important during this transitional time

By Gabrielle McColgan,Associate Director of College Counseling

One of our seniors summed up the
end of first semester in one word:
Relief! While students appear eager
to make their “escape” to college,
parents are bound to struggle as the
inevitable approaches.To quote
from my favorite book on this
topic, Letting Go:A Parents’ Guide to
Understanding the CollegeYears, by
Karen Coburn and Madge Treeger,

“We all know intellectually that this is a time for our children to
separate and assert their independence.”

Knowing this and living it, however, are two different realities. It is
important for families to acknowledge what they’re feeling at this
point in the year and talk about what life will be like next year.
Letting Go reminds us,“The college years are a time of transition
for young people and their parents.There is no way to move
through such an important passage without some feelings of
dislocation and loss.”
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December 2009

Preschool
Delfina Anderson Comas
Ella Etchandy
Hampton Tester
Alexander Trikas

Lower School
Jayden Ambe
Nicolas Assad
Juliet Ballard
Bianca Boada
Avery Edward
Preston Fickes-Drisdale
Nicolas Gitter
Luke Gitter
Christine Kao
Jack Li
Lauren Mather
Pearson Mewbourne
Nathan Panlilio
Nicholas Taborsky
Amani Tarsadia
Lillian Thomas
Jack Wohlgemuth
CailinYoung

Middle School
Ari Assad
Kelly Burk
Lauren Burke
Ashley Juwon Kang
Crystal Lu
Jennifer Morton
Caroline Smith
John Williams

Upper School
Esmeralda Chaidez
Jonathan Gencarella
Alexander Kaliannan
Emily Morton
Abigail Nemeth
Colin Arbogast Shaffer
Megan Sweeney
Kevin Wang

January 2010

Preschool
Charlotte Newman
Ellison Page
Emerson Tingler
John Wagner

Lower School
Nicolas Anderson Comas
Cooper Barkate
John Boranian
Gavin Clarke
Mason Harline

Sean McGuire
Mason McGwire
Ryan Meany
Jenna Soberman
Logan A.Tomaselli

Middle School
Jason Chin
Charlotte Duran
Lauren Golledge

Upper School
Melissa J. Bond
Narumi Takagi

Bo
ok

D
ed

ic
at

io
ns The Birthday Book Program honors students’ birthdays while

building our Library’s collections. Parents dedicate a book to
the Library, and our librarians select reading material at the
appropriate grade level and include a bookplate with the
student’s name.

Celebrating Community is a yearlong, school-wide community
service effort to commemorate our commitment to service,
community and our 30th anniversary of St. Margaret’s Episcopal
School.We are challenging all members of our community to
commit the 2009–2010 school year to community service, with
a goal of 30,000 total combined hours of service.Through this
effort, we endeavor to advance our longstanding commitment
to service and community, provide new and foster existing
service learning experiences for our students and help those in
our community. Share your stories and read about the service
others are doing, and log your hours at 30th.smesnews.org.

In order for students to feel the freedom to love their new campus
home, they need to feel secure in the fact that their other
home—the one they will always come back to—is able to survive
without them. Students may wear a brave face, but good-bye is
going to be just as difficult for them.Take comfort in knowing
that you are not alone in your feelings of mourning and rejoice in
the knowledge that your St. Margaret’s students have everything
they need to succeed in college and beyond.
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Teatime in Wonderland
The Library Luncheon is a time-honored tradition

By Janet Mitchell, PTF Communications and Publicity Chair

10 St. Margaret’s Episcopal School

Many PTF-sponsored annual events have dotted St. Margaret’s
30-year history and helped create a rich tradition of community
through service. Few stand out as much as the annual Library
Luncheon, which brings our community together in its commit-
ment to the St. Margaret’s Library. Now in its 29th year, the PTF
Library luncheon will raise much-needed funds for our wonderful
school library and its programs, benefiting our entire school.

Holly Larsen, PTF President, and Heather Lasting, Library
Luncheon Chair, are delighted to announce the theme for this
year’s luncheon:“Teatime in Wonderland.”The exquisite gardens
and magnificent view at the McMackin residence in Crystal
Cove will set the stage for this event on Friday,April 30.“I want
to thank the McMackin family for so graciously opening their
home and their hearts as we all rally together to celebrate our
most important assets, our children,” applauded Holly.Anyone
who has attended a Library Luncheon in the past will agree that
the community shares in this splendid day, from the gracious
hostesses who create festive themed tables, to their guests, and the
honorable servers who have taken time from their schedules to
wait on all the lovely patrons.

The first Library Luncheon, held in 1982, looked quite different
from the spectacular events we have come to know in recent
years.The original Library Luncheon, according to school
archivist Lisa Merryman, was conceived in 1982, when the PTF
President, LuAnne Kreutzer, and a small group of supporters,
including Lisa,“sat on the living room floor of LuAnne’s home,
and decided to host a luncheon to raise money for the school
library.”At this time, the St. Margaret’s student population consisted
of approximately 200 children in Kindergarten through grade 8,
and the library was a credenza filled with about 100 books.

With this idea in mind, a lunch was held in a San Juan Capistrano
backyard garden, and all St. Margaret’s parents and faculty were
invited to attend.Teacher’s Assistants were asked to monitor the
playground while the faculty attended the lunch, which consisted
of a shrimp and pasta salad prepared by the parent volunteers.
Thus began the tradition of the Library Luncheon.As the years
progressed, the luncheon evolved with new and creative ideas,
such as designing tables around books, and, in 1994, introducing
themes. In 1992, the luncheon was catered for the very first time,
and there was music and a fashion show.Although locations have
varied, the luncheons were always held in the spring, in a beautiful
outdoor garden setting.

The spirit of the event has not changed.“We feel honored that so
many families come together to support the library and we are
touched by their generosity,” noted Darla Magaña, Director of the

Library and Media Center. Last year, the Library Luncheon
Giving Garden raised more than $16,000, triple the amount raised
in years past.This fact speaks volumes about the value we place on
providing our students with an outstanding learning environment.

In the future, we will look back on experiences such as the
Library Luncheon with fondness and a sense that we all shared a
part in some of the traditions and events that have helped create
the landscape of our school history. The PTF hopes you will
consider joining this rich tradition as a guest, table hostess, or
server, for what will be a truly spectacular event! Please contact
Beth Adamany at (949) 661-0108, ext. 351, to volunteer.

“We feel honored that so many families

come together to support the library and we

are touched by their generosity.”
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